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I guess I 
can protect 

you in 
return for 
the rakhi, 

Buchki.

You have
no idea how much 

I’mI’m protecting 
you, cyrus.
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Hi Friends,
Let me ask you a question. 
When you do well at a task, say 
studies or extracurricular activities, 

what kind of feedback do you prefer? Do
you like it if someone praises you for being smart 

and talented? Or would you prefer if they praised you for the
effort you put into a project or activity? 
Let me tell you about a fascinating person called Carol Dweck who
found out some interesting things. She found that effort counts for more 
than just skill. Think about it. And while you think allow me to give you an 
example… mine! � 
When I was young, I was often told that I had the skill to learn things quickly. 
Proud of the ability, I fell into the habit of studying on the day before the exam.
I scored average marks and was quite happy being ranked 13th in class, every time. 
Now it so happened that when I was around eight, my dad fell ill. I made a promise 
to score within the first three ranks, if Dad got well soon. From that day, I studied like 
I’d never done before. I filled 500-page books with answers to questions, repeated 
over and over, and did all I could to work hard. 
Thankfully, Dad soon got well. In the meanwhile, I appeared for my exams and soon 
after it was time for the results to be announced. The teacher announced the first rank.
It was not me. So I waited. The second rank was also not me and I now started getting 
angry. I had worked so hard, so I should be getting a rank! And then, the teacher 
announced the name for the third rank. Mine! I was so happy that it felt like bubbles of joy 
were just filling me up and overflowing! 
That day I learnt that skill or no skill, effort counts a lot more in getting the desired results. 
When we rely only on skill or talent, we tend to take failure hard. Or like me, we fail to 
reach our full potential. It feels as if we’ve let ourselves down. But when we’re willing to 
work hard, failure just makes us want to try harder next time.
To us then, failure only tells us that we need to try a different tactic to get what we want.
I hope you all think about this and while you do, I hope you all enjoy this fortnight’s 
celebrations. There’s Parsi New Year on the 17th, Raksha Bandhan on the 26th, as well as 
Eid Al Adha and Onam later this month. 
Hugs,
Rajani

tinklemail@ack-media.com
@TinkleMagazine
Tinkle Comics Studio
@tinklecomicsstudio 

Get in touch with us:

Amar Chitra Katha Pvt.Ltd, 7th floor, AFL 
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Oooh! 
What a time 
to be alive!

Choose 
your words 
carefully, 
my king.



We should strike 
tomorrow, Petni.

Yes, Pret. That 
Buchki girl needs 

to suffer.

I see the 
house has 

been painted, 
Phoolmoni.

It has, Didi*. I 
had the well 

reconstructed 
too. Come take a 

look!

The famous 
haunted well 

of Purnia.

So you 
know 

about it?

H-haunted?!

Home of the 
Pandubba. The 

ghost of a 
Bihari man who 
fell into this 

well. Hundreds 
of years ago.

Yikes!

They say he loves paan** 
More than anything else. I 

often find my paan box 
missing its contents.

Buchki’s 
already 
scared, 

Phool Didu! 
Hehe!

Don’t be 
scared, 

Buchki. Phool 
Didu is only 

joking. 

I-I b-bet she 
is, Didu. Eek!

Meet Buchki, an eight year old who can see ghosts (something no one else knows!). Except... she's scared of 
them! Thankfully, she has her Meyn Dadu (an ancestor, also a ghost!); her know-it-all brother, Cyrus and her 

grandma, Didu to help her deal with these hooligans of Boodanga, aka Booligans!

Double TroubleDouble Trouble

Pencils & Inks
Avik Kumar Maitra

Letters
Prasad Sawant

Colours
Vaibhav Sant

Story & Script
Paroma Bose

& & thethe& the

*Elder sister in Bengali
**A mouth freshener made with betel leaves

Buchki, Didu and  Cyrus are visiting Phoolmoni, 
Didu’s sister, in Purnia, Bihar... 
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The next day…

That night…

The 
Pandubba 
looked 

harmless. 
Don’t you 

think, 
Gublu*? Why do you 

want to attack 
the brother, 

Petni?

Whose 
voice is 
that?

Buchki drove 
our cousin 

Shakhchunni** 
out of her 

house, Pret. 
Because her 

brother told 
her to.

Then we 
must 

capture the 
boy when he 

is alone.

**A ghost who can take the form of a family member. The Shakhchunni that Buchki 
encountered had taken her grandmother’s form. 

They’re 
Shakhchunni’s 

cousins?! Ghosts 
have followed me 

to Bihar. Eek!

Cyrus! 
Where are 
you going?

To study the 
well. Nothing 
that interests 
you. Now go 

away!

We’d better follow Cyrus, Gublu. 
Those two… Pret and Petni are 

waiting to find him alone!

*gublu is buchki’s magical yo-yo

What are you going to 
study? It’s just a well.

Its 
historical 

significance. 
I believe it 
was built 

after 1857.

6



TAKTAKTAK

The
Pandubba 
isn’t here. 

{Phew}

Err…how do you 
know? It’s 

freshly painted.

I have an
archaeological... err... 

‘sense’, silly.

I can’t keep 
following him. I 
must find a way 
to defeat Pret 

and Petni 
before they get 

to him.

Uh… so I’m going 
to the garden up 
front. Bye, Cyrus!

Farewell, 
princess.

Ready, 
sister? You know 

it, brother.

You ready, 
Gublu? 1… 2… …3!

Aieeee! 
Petni, you 
imbecile!
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What did you call me?!

Why did you hit 
me? This is no 

time for games!

Stop this 
nonsense and 

let’s go before 
he leaves!

TAKTAKTAK

Aah!
Then don’t 
hit me, you 

fool!

Don’t accuse me, you liar!

Watch who 
you’re calling 

liar... liar!
It’s 

working!
Buchki?

What’re you 
doing up there? 
Didn’t you say 
you were going 
to the front 

garden?

It’s her! She 
can see us!

Uh-oh!

You will pay, 
little girl!

Whoooaaa!
slippING!

Aaaaaaah!Aaaaaaah!

huh?! who’s 
grabbed 

our necks?
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GOTCHA!

{Ugh}

Aaah! What is 
happening?!

Noooooo!

What were 
you doing up 
in the tree, 
Buchki? Are 
you hurt?

N-no… 
thanks, 
Cyrus.

I’ll get the 
first aid kit. Prets

and Petnis 
disintegrate 

in water. 
You’re safe 

now. 

Thanks, 
Pandubba 

uncle! How 
do I thank-

Get me 
Phoolmoni’s paan. 
I may steal her 

ingredients. But I 
can’t make a paan 

as well as her.

So you want 
another sweet 
paan, eh? Since 

when do YOU like 
it, Buchki?

Umm… I 
just got a 
taste for 
it today!

Not water!
Not water! dont 

pull us in, 
pandubba!
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CLAPCLAPCLAP

Letters
Prasad Sawant

Script
Mahzbeen Kayani

Art
Sahil Upalekar

Join Aadi and Nadia in showing Mapui and Aisha around NOIS on the school’s Visitor’s Fair Day...

NOIS is 
soso cool.

Uh-huh! A boarding school sounds 
like an absolute adventure.

I sometimes feel as if we’re in
R. M. Ballantyne’s The Coral Island.

Yes. Like Ralph and 
his friends, our 

days are 
wonderfully 

adventurous. Plus 
in our version, we 

have prefects 
instead of pirates.

I prefer Daniel Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe. 
Crusoe gave up the life of a lawyer to 

travel as a seafarer. So thrilling!

Whoa!

I agree. 
Robinson Crusoe 
takes you on the 

most 
adventurous 

vacation without 
moving a limb.

I feel that way about 
Mark Twain’s 

Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn.

That story is 
outlandish and 

funny. Huck has such 
a wild imagination 

that takes him 
sooooo far. 

Literally.

All this
climbing reminds 
me of only one 

book. Enid Blyton’s 
The Mountain of 

Adventure.

AdvenscapeAdvenscapeAdvenscape
STORY

SURFERS
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A camping trip
that leads to a 

dangerous secret 
experiment? Nothing 
more adventurous 

than that!

Yes, 
there is!

Enid Blyton’s The Sea of 
Adventure has more escapades 

from the wild seas. More 
depth… more adventure.

{UGH}

The sea does make a 
great setting for 
adventure stories.

True. Johann David Wyss’s The Swiss 
Family Robinson also begins at sea.

It would teach you so much… 
if you’re shipwrecked on an 

island with your family.
Hey!

Sounds 
good- We’ll have to do these 

sea adventures some 
other time. It’s 

almost the end of the 
VISITOR’S FAIR day.

Oh no. All good 
things 

must come 
to an end.

Like a good 
book!
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“Another time…

“...vaishnavi tripped.

“And while playing 
hide and seek…”

“People are always falling around 
me. The other day vaishnavi’s shoe 
buckle got caught in my laces and…

Letters
Prasad Sawant

Story & Script
Aparna Sundaresan 

Art
Sonal Goyal

BUMP
BUMP

The Unluckiest GirlThe Unluckiest Girl

WHOA!WHOA!

Jeet! Jeet! Your 
bag’s open!

Oops!

YIEE!YIEE!

Don’t move 
around so much, 

Nazneen.

Just a sec, 
Ini. I’m 

trying to 
make more 

space-

OW!

Out! Out! I 
see you, Ini!

I’m Chandigarh’s 
unluckiest girl, Arash 

bhaiyya. That’s why 
I’m not invited to 

vaishnavi’s birthday 
party.

That’s no 
reason to sulk, 

Nazneen. We 
can have our 
own party at 

home.

BUMP

A Toon named after you, Vaishnavi!
Energy Meter 693 Winner

Energy Meter 693 Winner
1ST PRIZE,
1ST PRIZE,Vaishnavi Valli

Vaishnavi Valli

Energy Meter 693 Winner
1ST PRIZE,Vaishnavi Valli



{PHOOO}

And so…

Meanwhile at vaishnavi’s party…

We still have 
dhansak* and chicken 

patties from the 
NAVROZE** party and-

What do 
you have 
in mind?

You’ll 
see.

Come on, 
Jeet! Pass 
the parcel!

DINGDING
DONGDONG
DING
DONG

DINGDING
DONGDONG
DING
DONG

Your party is too 
noisy. If you don’t 

quiet down, I’m 
calling the police!

Sorry, Mr. Khadoos. It’s 
vaishnavi’s birthday. The 
kids are really excited.

I don’t care! I just want 
my peace and quiet!

Isn’t that
Arash, Nazneen’s 

brother? Why does 
he have all those 

snacks?

Sorry, kids. No more 
games. We need to 

keep it down.

No... 
games?

It’s okay! We 
can cut the 
cake now.

Not 
again!

*A dish made of either vegetables or meat, cooked with lentils and brinjal
**The parsi new year
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Soon…

Didn’t I say no 
noise?! Now 
the police-

Sorry,
Mr. Khadoos. 
We’ll be quiet.

Now 
Nazneen’s 
carrying 

balloons?!

Sorry about our 
grumpy neighbour, kids.

Guys, come to 
the back yard 

with me.

Look! Nazneen is 
having a party. 

Lucky for her, her 
house is far enough 
from Mr. Khadoos’.

So what, 
vaishnavi?

I have a 
plan, Ini.

DINGDING
DONGDONG
DING
DONG

Let’s dance! 
Dance till 
you drop!

See who’s 
at the 
door, 

Nazneen.

Heh. Hi Nazneen. Could I have my 
birthday party here? My neighbour 

won’t let us party in my house.

Ermm… 
vaishnavi… 
actually…

Of course! The 
more the merrier! 

Come right in!

Yay! 
Come on, 

guys!
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Soon…

Soon…
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But there’s no one else 
in your house! Aren’t 
you having a party?

Heh. No. My 
brother and 
I are just 
chilling… We can 

party now! 
Let’s play 
musical 
chairs!

Go Nazneen! The 
music’s stopped! 

Grab an empty chair!

On it!

WHOOPS!

{GASP} i 
shouldn’t 

have shifted 
My chair!

Hahaha! I’m so 
unlucky, II fell 
for a change!

Hehe… I’m sorry, Nazneen, for 
not inviting you. You’re not 

unlucky, just clumsy. Friends?

Look who’s finally 
come to help me 
with the snacks! 

Still feeling 
unlucky, sis?

Unlucky?

With a 
brother like 
you, I’m the 

luckiest 
girl in the 

world!
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sometime later...
At the station...

Sometime later... Suppandi, 
why didn’t 
you make 
the tea? 
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Meet Suppandi, the cheerful goof! He has worked on multiple jobs and never lasted in 
any of them past a day or two. He earnestly listens to instructions from his employers 

but then applies his own literal logic to them. What happens then? Utter mayhem!

Closest Thing Closest Thing 
Story & Script
Sean D’mello

Letters
Prasad Sawant

Pencils & Inks
Archana Amberkar

Colours
Umesh Sarode

We don’t 
have any tea, 
Maddy, so I 
don’t know 
what to do.

Then you 
should have 
made some 
coffee. It 
would’ve 
been the 
next best 

thing.

Oh,okay, 
Maddy.
I see. 

Suppandi, I need to go to 
Bengaluru immediately. 

It’s an emergency. 

Don’t worry, 
Maddy. I’ll go 
to the station 
and buy your 
train ticket.

Here you go, Maddy. 
hurry! Your train 
leaves in an hour.

My train is 
today? Oh my! 
I had better 
get packing.

Bye, Maddy!

Going to 
Chennai to meet 

your family?

Chennai? I 
thought this train 

was going to 
Bengaluru!

Suppandi, why did 
you get me on a 

train to Chennai? 

There were no 
train tickets to 

Bengaluru 
available. so I got 
you the next best 
thing. Bye, Maddy!

DADAR
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Q:  How do you keep a 

bull from charging?

A:  Turn off the switch!

Q:  What washes up 

on tiny beaches?

A:  Microwaves.

Q:  Why do we put candles on 

top of a birthday cake?

A:  Because it’ll be too hard 

to put them on the bottom!

Q:  Why did the musician put 

his guitar in the refrigerator?

A:  He wanted to play cool music.

Q:  What smells without a nose?

A:  A fart!

Q:  What instrument does 

the Invisible Man play?

A:  The air guitar.

Q:  Which letters are not 

in the alphabet?

A:  The ones in the post!

Q:  What has two 

legs but can’t walk?

A:  A pair of pants.

HERE ARE SOME PUNS AND RIDDLES FOR YOU. HAVE A LAUGH 

AND DON’T FORGET TO TICKLE YOUR FRIENDS SILLY WITH THESE TOO!

FUN-A-THON!

For the pop 
quiz, sir.

Why are 
you reading a 
newspaper?

Why have you 
brought your 

dad to school? 

I heard 
it has good 
circulation.

Let’s not talk 
here. There are 
too many ears.

You’re right. 
We could be 
cornered. 

He’s been 
talking for 

a while.

Yep. he’s 
an absolute 
blabrador.

Q:  W

t

A:  

to p

For the pop
quiz, sir.

Why have you
brought your

dad to school? 
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Sometime later... 

Tantri, I have 
what we need to 
get rid of Hooja. 
This new tech... 

Pencils & Inks
Vineet Nair

Letters
Prasad Sawant

Colours
Varda Kumrotkar

Story & Script
Sean D’mello

Tantri is a minister at the court of King Hooja. He is the man who protects the King from danger and acts 
of treason—he is also the man behind them! Tantri wants to become the King of Hujli, by hook or by 

crook. But all his plans to get rid of Hooja backfire on him in the most comical and bizarre ways.

Tech Trouble 

Tech this, tech that! 
none of this means 

anything. 

The only thing technology 
has gotten me is trouble. 

Sire, if you 
will only...

I’d like you to 
meet someone, 
Dushta. Here 
she comes. 

Tantriji, are we 
ready for the 
experiment? 

Dushta, meet 
DeadHit, my 

newest assassin.

Hahaha... really?
Her weapon of 

choice is a coconut? 

As a matter 
of fact, yes. 
Let’s show 
you what 

we’ve been 
up to.

What is that? A 
robot Hooja?

Programmed to 
move and act 

exactly like the 
real one. 

Hunt for your name in the story, Raaid!
Energy Meter 694 Winner

Energy Meter 694 Winner
2nd PRIZE,
2nd PRIZE,Raaid Azzam

Raaid Azzam

Energy Meter 694 Winner
2nd PRIZE,Raaid Azzam
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DeadHit is in position. I’m 
going to start the robot. 

{Hmph}

ZOOP
ZOOP ZO

OP
ZO

OP

Ha! She
missed. The 

robot’s 
moving out of 

the way. 

Wait 
for it! 

BAM BAM 
ZOOP ZO

OP
BAM 

Under ten 
seconds 

she’ll have 
Hooja 

knocked out. 

I would have got hooja 
sooner if it weren’t for 

dushta’s yammering. 

No technology 
to spark or 
code to be 

overwritten. 
Just pure human 

skill.

Tomorrow, we attack, DeadHit! 
Tomorrow we take over Hujli.

{Hmph}
I’m out of 

here. I 
know when 

I’m not 
needed.
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BUZZZBUZZZBUZZZ

BUZZZBUZZZBUZZZ BUZZZBUZZZBUZZZ

BUZZZBUZZZBUZZZ BUZZZBUZZZBUZZZ

The next day... All set, 
DeadHit?

I’m in position, 
Mantriji. I can 
see you two 
approaching. 

Your Highness, I 
forgot my phone at 
the palace. I’ll be 

right back.

Umm... maybe I should 
come with you. 

Nonsense, 
your highness. 
You wait right 
here. Have a 

laddu. 
Yummy! 

don’t mind 
if I do.

I’ve got
him. Here 
goes the 

king! 

ZOOP 
ZOOP 
ZOOP 

Huh?
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BUZZZBUZZZBUZZZ
BUZZZBUZZZBUZZZ

BUZZZBUZZZBUZZZ

BUZZZBUZZZBUZZZ

THUMP 
THUMP 
THUMP 

Huh? Why are 
coconuts 

falling from 
mango trees?

Drone
attack! I’m 

being attacked 
by Dooja*!

 Help!

I’ve got to get out 
of that drone’s 

way. AAAH! Stupid 
flying 

metal box. 
Enough! 

The drone is down! 
Someone took 

down the drone! 

BOOM BOOM BOOM 

Now to get 
back to 

business. 

Dooja, you will 
not succeed.

Dooja? 

*Hooja's rival and foe and the King of Dujli
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Meanwhile... 

I think 
Hooja took 
a different 
kind of hit 
with the 
coconut.

I’d better 
check on him 

before he 
alerts the 

guards with 
his yelling. 

I’ve got you 
now, Dooja. 

I’ve got 
your drone. 

Just 
where 
I want 
you. 

ZOOPZOOPZOOP

ZOOP
ZOOP
ZOOP

Go on 
your way. 
Go get him! 

{UNNH}

Time to
get out of 
here. My 
work is 
done. 

Sire, are you 
all right?

Tantri!
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Sometime later... 
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THUD
THUD
THUD

Mommy! 

DOOJA’S got you, 
Tantri. Don’t move! 

I’ll get help. 

Where am 
I? I have 

the worst 
headache 

ever. 

I missed, 
Tantriji. I 
never miss 
my target.

Don’t worry 
about it. Hooja 
has a tendency 

to break streaks.

This wasn’t 
Hooja’s luck. we 
were undermined. 

Look what I 
found! 

Look at this! I GUESS HE SENT HIS 
DRONe TO SPY ON ME AT WORK!

DUSHTABUDDHIIII! 

PROPERTY OF 

DUSHTABUDDHI
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Wai Knot needs to help his neighbour, Eastopid, complete his science homework. 
The homework requires Eastopid to make a chart on five animals with the animal’s 
scientific name, one of its food choices and a fun fact about it. Unfortunately, Wai 
has mixed up everything. Help Eastopid put his assignment in order. Match each 
animal with its scientific name, its food of choice and a fun fact about itself.

Kia has a game stall at the Jagmag Community Funfair. The game is called 
‘Tail ‘Em’. Wai wants to play, but he isn’t sure which tail belongs to which 
animal. Can you help Wai? Simply match the tail to the animal it belongs to.

1 2 3 4 5

1 2 3 4 5

a b c d e

A B C D E

C Felis Leo D Elephas Maximus E Canis LupusB Felis CatusA Bos Taurus

II Chews food for up
to eight hours a day.

I Sweats only through
the pads on the paws.

IV England’s
national animal.

V Largest
land mammal.

III Spends 70% of
the day sleeping.
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Disclaimer: Tinkle reserves the right to modify the dates, prizes and/or 
terms of the contest at any time without prior notice. 

Play by the Rules

Prizes for Picture Quiz: The first 50 all-correct entries 
received by us, by 30 September 2018, will each receive a 
book from Amar Chitra Katha Pvt. Ltd. and one exclusive 
coupon code. The next 50 all-correct entries received by us, 
by 30 September 2018, will each receive one Tinkle e-poster 
and one exclusive coupon code.

Prizes for Say It Yourself: 
� First Prize: 2 books from Amar Chitra Katha Pvt. Ltd.
� Second Prize: 1 book from Amar Chitra Katha Pvt. Ltd.

Send your answer via email or on a piece of paper along 
with your full name, age, address, telephone number 
and your/one of your parents’ email ID. Don’t forget the 
email ID or you won’t receive your prize! Do not cut the 
pictures from the magazine.

Post your entry to ‘Picture Quiz 211’ and/or ‘Say It Yourself 
359’ to Tinkle, Amar Chitra Katha Pvt. Ltd., 7th floor, AFL 
House, Lok Bharati Complex, Marol Maroshi Road, Andheri 
(East), Mumbai 400059
Or email us at tinklemail@ack-media.com with ‘Picture Quiz 
211’ or ‘Say It Yourself 359’ as the subject.

First Prize
"Uh-oh! I'm meditesting my eardrums with 
different sound beats."
Jennifer Benjamin, Kochi, Kerala  

Second Prize
"Listening to some music. I'm sick of the 
NOISe outside."
Ritoban Dutta, Guwahati, Assam

2) Snoring

1)
1-H
2-E
3-B
4-A

Get It Right!
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Answers to Picture Quiz 209:

Say It 
YourselfYourself 

359

Winner of Say It Yourself 357:

Answer to YBTD 30: 
Seraphina stole Ms. Oinkers’ carrot pies. She 
was sitting on a rock in the shade of a tree in 
the evening. The shadow of the tree would’ve 
been on the other side in the morning. 
Therefore, she couldn’t have been reading in 
“the cool shade” of the tree “all day”.

What does aadi say to nadia?

What does Aadi say to nadia?

?

What are you 
doing, Aadi?!

������
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Aadi, why have you been 
bouncing on the trampoline 

for the last 15 minutes?

?



Tinkle 693 was mind-blowing! The editorial was 
awesome and the cover was elegant. ‘WingStar: 
Incoming!’ was a good story thanks to Mapui's good 
timing. ‘Stuck in the Middle’ was a great story with the 
perfect ending. ‘The Black School’ was the best story 
in the issue. I didn't like ‘YogYodhas: Spying’ this time. 
Otherwise this issue was without a doubt brilliant!
Krisha Gosalia, Mumbai

Tinkle 693 was the best issue I’ve read so far and I 
would like to thank the editors for making my world 
of books more entertaining. This was the first 
magazine I started reading and the one that made
me a bookworm. I feel a little bad for Chamataka and 
Doob Doob as they never get any meat to eat 
because of Kalia (Chamataka and Doob Doob are 
carnivores, you see) but I guess it’s okay from Kalia's 
point of view. ‘Pyarelal: Tyred Out’ was awesome as 
usual and Suppandi’s humour was really good. 
‘WingStar: Incoming!’ was okay, but I guess you could 
make it more adventurous (though the ending was 
good). ‘Know-It-All: Plan(et) B’ was also superb.  I 
congratulate my favourite magazine‘s editors, and I'm 
hoping for some sports stories too. 
Faatima Yousuf, Hyderabad, A.P.

First Prize (TEM 693)
The cover of Tinkle 693 was the perfect indication of 
the arrival of the south-westerly monsoon winds. I 
loved Rajani Thindiath’s editorial. Hats off to her 
amazing writing skills! I liked two things about 
‘WingStar: Incoming!’—1. DroneStar and, 2. Football 
in the rain. Suppandi amused me with his goofiness 
as always! ‘Stuck in the Middle’ had a nice ending. It 
made me giggle to think of how my parents would 
have been in an even worse plight if my brother and I 
were in Saifin and Sara’s place! Pyarelal nailed it with 
his creative ideas once again! ‘The Black School’ 
reminded me of Harry Potter—what with all the 
wands and spell chanting! I think ‘YogYodhas: Spying’ 
was one of the best in the series. We saw Vyan’s 
hidden skills. It also made me impatient for the next 
part! In a nutshell, this issue had everything it would 
take to keep me engaged the entire day.
Vaishnavi Valli, Mumbai

Tinkle 694 was the best issue I’ve read so far.  The 
climax of 'Under my Umbrella' was just peachy. 
‘Antique Aunt’ was the best anecdote ever.
 Naazveer Kaur, Ludhiana, Punjab

The cover of Tinkle 694 was superb. ‘Under my 
Umbrella’ was a really nice story. Sometimes we are so 
busy wanting to fix our things that we forget how our 
broken things can be of use to someone else. The 
ending of the story was very heart-warming. I also 
had a similar umbrella for a long time. After reading 
this story I gave my old umbrella to some cats nearby 
so that they could stay safe and dry from the rain. ‘The 
Yoga Chronicles’ was great except that there were no 
praanis. Well, I can't wait to try the Pawanmuktasana. 
And it would be really nice if there was an asana to 
stop siblings from bickering. But these arguments 
make our relationship stronger. Don't you agree, 
Rajani didi? ‘Antique Aunt’ was really cool! My 
grandparents also love antiques. But this turned out 
to be a new antique. Suppandi was funny as usual. But 
in ‘Suppandi: Following Orders’ it was really his boss' 
fault. I was so happy to read ‘Ina Mina Mynah Mo: Out 
of this World!’ after such a long time. I identify a lot 
with between Mynah and Ina—sometimes I’m the 
smart one in the house, sometimes the bitter but 
loving one. This plot was great, but after all Mynah 
saved the day. Buchki is really sweet and so is Gublu, 
her yo-yo. But the Gechho ghost turned out to be 
exasperating. Surprisingly Cyrus saved the day. 
‘Do-It-Yourself: Bottle Pencil Holder’ was cool. Can't 
wait to try it out! ‘Fun Recipe: The Apple Donuts’ was 
fantastic! I'm sure it’ll taste good. I can't wait to call 
my friends over and try this out too. ‘Taste the Trouble’ 
was fun. I sometimes don't like my relatives, cooking 
but I courageously tell them. Ravi and Rahul in 
‘Defective Detectives: Suspicion Station’ made this 
issue more fun. It turned out that a TIA agent was 
after all looking for them but not for recruitment 
perhaps. It was really cool when the ‘explosive’ turned 
out to be fish curry. They truly are defective. 
Aaratrika Ghosh, Kolkata

Second Prize (TEM 694)
Tinkle 694 was great! I liked each and every story. 
‘Under my Umbrella’ was great. I loved the ending. 
Sahil Upalekar’s illustrations were superb. I also loved 
‘The Yoga Chronicles’ for the yoga asanas showed.  
But it would be better if you’d included some more 
asanas in it. ‘Antique Aunt’ was wonderful, since it had 
an unpredictable ending. ‘Suppandi: Following 
Orders’ was not as good as the other Suppandi 
stories. ‘Ina Mina Mynah Mo: Out of This World’ was 
the second best story in this issue.
Archana Amberkar’s illustrations were awesome! The 
story had an amazing plot and an even better ending. 
It was wonderful! ‘Buchki and the Booligans: Tree 
Hugging’ was nice, but not as good as the other 
Buchki stories. ‘Taste the Trouble’ was awesome and 
pretty hilarious. It had so much drama. ‘Suppandi: No 
Landing’ was the worst story in the issue. It was pretty 
boring. Last, but not the least, ‘Defective Detectives: 
Suspicion Station’ was the best story in this issue! It 
was funny and it had a hilarious ending.
Raaid Azzam, Hyderabad, A. P.
 

Energy MeterEnergy Meter

Thank you, folks, for the energy boost! Keep sending me 
your comments via the tinkle energy meter formtinkle energy meter form! you 
could win a chance to either have a toon named after  have a toon named after 

you you or hunt for your name in a story hunt for your name in a story, For your feedback 
(as per editorial decision). Don't forget to send in your 

age, gender and location with your form!



Pencils & Inks
Rajib Das

Letters
Prasad Sawant

Story & Script
Ritu Mahimkar

Colours
Varda Kumrotkar

Recap:Recap: Remi is visiting her cousin, vyom, in Lakshadweep. She soon finds out that people are mysteriously 
disappearing from the ocean. On a night-time prowl with Vyom, Remi comes across an abandoned boat. 

Curious, she takes a closer look only to find that the abandoned boat is filled with boxes of corals. But 
before she can leave the boat the apparently-abandoned boat starts moving and a mysterious hand pulls 

her into a dark room. With Vyom left back on the shore, will Remi make it home? Let’s find out!

(PART 2)

{MMph} 

Who are 
you?! What 

are you 
saying? 
{Urgh}
i should 
Take that 
tape off.

RIPPPRIPPPRIPPP

Ow!

Now tell 
me what’s 
going on 

here, 
Mr. Clearly 
Kidnapped.

I just managed to 
get my legs free 
but the boat was 

already sailing. I’m 
Prof. Habib.

You’re the coral expert
who went missing! i’m remi.

THAKTHAK THADTHAD

THADTHAD
THAK THAD

THAD

Let’s unload these boxes 
with tonight’s haul. 

All right, 
boss. They’re 

coral 
smugglers. 

Are they behind all the 
unexplained disappearances?

Yes. They’ve been attacking fisherfolk 
and tour operators in mysterious 

ways so the ocean seems dangerous. 

How did you get 
mixed up in all this?

They found out I’m a coral 
expert. They wanted me to 
help them. But I refused.
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coming. 



{Sigh} So 
how do we 
get out of 

here?

I say we wait till they get 
back to the shore and 
then make a run for it.

CREAKCREAKCREAK

The 
prisoner’s 
free! And 

where’d this 
girl come 

from? 

Uh-oh! That 
diver is one of 
the smugglers.

No, you-

MMPHMMPHMMPH

Let… 
go… 
you!

{Ungh} 

aahh!

THAD THAD THAD 

BANG
BANG
BANG

What’s 
going on? 
Trouble 
aboard?

You sneaked on to 
the wrong boat, girl. 

We spare none. 
Professor, if you 
don’t help us out, 
your time’s up too.
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Moments later-

Soon-

W-Wait! Don’t. I’ll 
take you to the most 
precious coral there 

is. Just spare me.

You wuss! Quiet, girl! 
We’ll deal with 

you later.

Those orange corals are the 
most precious in the world.

Brilliant.
Get down 

there, boys?

Wait! You can’t 
touch them with 

your gloves. They 
are highly sensitive. 

You’ll destroy 
them.

Hmm… fine. 
Gloves off. 

Hurry!

BLUBBLUB
BLUBBLUB

BLUBBLUB

BLUB
BLUB

BLUB

KISHHH KISHHH KISHHH 

AHHHHHH! Help! It 
burns! The 

coral 
stings.

What’s 
going on?

Remi, push 
her, now!
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Soon-
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{Argh} {Argh} Aaaaaaah! Aaaaaaah! 

THADTHADTHAD
PLO

P
PLO

P

You double-crossing 
scum. What did you-

PLO
P

Not me. The fire corals. They’re 
not real corals at all. They 
sting all that touches them. 

Haha! Well played, 
professor. But it’s 
a stalemate. You’re 

stuck here just
as we are. 

Not if we 
help out!

Vyom!

Sound travels 
farther in the 

ocean, cousin. i  
Heard the gunshot 

and followed. 

Ow!
So you took my 

advice about citizen 
patrols, eh? 

You left us no choice, bozo.
Everyone had to come look for you.

But now that we’re 
free of the oceanic 

menace, we can go see 
the corals tomorrow. 

Uh… I think I’ll sleep in instead. I’ve 
seen enough corals for one trip.

698 August 16-31 / 2018

w
w

w
.am

ar
ch

itr
ak

at
ha

.co
m

34



The next day…

Soon…

Meet Suppandi, the cheerful goof! He has worked on multiple jobs and never lasted in 
any of them past a day or two. He earnestly listens to instructions from his employers 

but then applies his own literal logic to them. What happens then? Utter mayhem!

Form TroubleForm Trouble
Story & Script

Aparna Sundaresan
Letters

Prasad Sawant
Pencils & Inks

Archana Amberkar
Colours

Varda Kumrotkar

Good morning! I’m 
here to collect

Mr. Maddy’s bank form.
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He’s not at home 
today. But let me 

check. I think I saw 
it on his desk.

Errmm… he 
hasn’t filled up 

his form. We 
need it urgently.

I’ll fill it up 
for him. I know 
all his details.

Suppandi, 
I’ve just 

come from 
the bank. 
What have 
you done?

You messed up 
everything!

What do you 
mean? I filled up 
a form for you, 

which you’d 
forgotten to do!

Rubbish! I filled up the 
form perfectly. Why, 

even at the spot where 
it said ‘Sign here’…

…I put down your zodiac 
sign. That’s attention to 

detail, yet I get no 
thanks! {HMPH}

AWK!
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Abu Hasan, now that you’re a rich 
merchant, you should get married.

Long ago in Yemen...

And so...

Letters
Prasad Sawant

Script
Aparna Sundaresan 

Art
Vineed Ritchie

The Tale of Abu Hasan
A folk tale adapted from ‘1001 Nights’

If you 
say so, 
friend. 
It shall 
be done.

What a splendid 
wedding, Abu Hasan! 

This This is how one 
should get married!

My wedding 
feast is 

smashing 
too. {BURP}

All right, 
gluttonous 

groom. 
Enough. 

Time to go 
fetch the 

bride.

{BURP}

Oh, there’s
my bride, in the 
bridal chamber! 
Surrounded by 

her guests. 
{OOF} I really 

did eat too 
much.

My 
beloved, 

I-

PHHBBBRRRT
PHHBBBRRRT
PHHBBBRRRT
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*The title for the king of Calicut (now kozhikode) IN EARLIER TIMES

Sometime later... After several weeks at sea, abu hasaN 
reached india...

OOPS! 
I just 
farted!

Did he 
just 

fartfart?!

Let’s pretend It never 
happened so we don’t 

embarrass him.

Errmmm... 
great food 

tonight, 
eh?

Yes, yes! The 
food was 
fantastic!

They’re 
making fun of 
me. This is so 
embarrassing!

heh. Would you excuse me for 
a minute? I have to answer 

nature’s call.

Of course, of 
course. We 

understand.

I’ve got
to get away! I 

can’t show my face 
here anymore.

My good 
man, where 
is this ship 

headed?

To the 
Malabar 
coast of 

India.

Then I shall board 
as your passenger.

An Arab in 
Calicut?

Hello, fellow Arab. 
There are many of us 
here. The Zamorin* of 

this land is kind to us. 
He might give you a job.
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After weeks of hard travel...That night...

And so, at the court of the Zamorin... 10 years passed thus in India...

Very well, Abu Hasan. 
You may be one of 

my bodyguards.

Thank you, 
Your 

Highness.

I’ve become 
captain of the 

bodyguards. But I’m 
homesick. I yearn for

my country and
my wife.

Everyone
must have 

forgotten my 
embarrassing 
act by now. I 
shall leave 
for Yemen 
tonight.

It’s a good thing I 
disguised myself as a 

beggar. I can’t risk being 
recognized as Abu Hasan, 
the man who farted at

his own wedding.

I’m finally 
home. I 

must find 
my beloved 

wife.

But wait... 
people might still 
think ill of me. I’ll 

remain disguised and 
hang out in the 
outskirts for a 
while and listen
to what people

are saying
about me.
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And so, for seven days and seven nights...

And that was that for Abu Hasan! even 
10 years were not enough to forget 
him or his fart.
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Do tell me 
your secret 
bread recipe!

Ssshh! 
Not here.

The wares at the 
bazaar this week 
were terrible.

Indeed. What a 
disappointment.

You’ll 
never 
defeat 

me!

We’ll see 
about that.

Aah! From what
I gather, everybody 

seems to have 
forgotten about 

me. I’ll rest a while 
before setting out 

to meet my 
beloved.

Mother?

One of my friends 
wants to read my 

fortune. So tell me 
mother, which day 

was I born?

Ah, my 
daughter...

...You were 
born on the 

very night Abu 
Hasan farted.

Oh no!

698 August 16-31 / 2018

w
w

w
.ti

nk
le

on
lin

e.c
om

39



Text: RITU MAHIMKAR     PENCILS & INKS: aRCHANA AMBERKAR    COLOURS: VARDA KUMROTKAR     Layout: PraSAD SAWANT

Farty Gas Ball 

‘Art’ificial Elne, France

The End of a Civilization India 

Oxford, UK

Planet Uranus smells like farts. You’ve read that right. If you were 
to stroll past the seventh planet in our solar system, a gassy smell 
would assault your nostrils, making you retch and scurry back 
into your spaceship. 
Researchers from Oxford University recently undertook a study 
of the planet Uranus. While observing Uranus' upper atmosphere 
they discovered a cloud of hydrogen sulphide gas. Hydrogen 
sulphide is infamous for smelling like rotten eggs or farts!  
The study not only gives us Earthlings an endless supply of joke 
ideas but also tells us a little more about how our solar system 
was formed. Hydrogen sulphide is a heavy gas and hasn’t been 
found in the gas giants before Uranus such as Jupiter and Saturn. 
This tells us that Uranus was formed much after them.
But that’s the past. As for the future, if aliens do exist on Uranus, 
we hope they have air fresheners in plenty!

Famed for its advanced science of metallurgy and skilled handicrafts, the Indus Valley Civilization was one of 
the oldest in the world. And what ended this great civilization wasn’t a war or a plague but a monster drought. 
For a long time it was believed that the Indus Civilization ended due to a 
200-year-old drought. But the researchers at the Indian Institute of 
Technology (IIT) in Kharagpur have recently found evidence that pushes 
these dates by more than seven centuries! 
The researchers studied the layers of soil for rainfall patterns, going back 
5000 years. The study revealed that the ancient civilization ended due to 
a 900-year long drought! This drought dried up all the sources of water, 
making the once bountiful land, barren and infertile. This forced the 
people to leave their homes and move to greener areas towards the east 
and south.
Thanks to what these researchers have dug up, we might have to learn 
our history all over again!

TINKLE TIMES

What if you owned a special bat signed by one of your cricket heroes? And what if one day you found out 
that the precious autograph was a fake? You’d be heartbroken, right? Something similar happened to the Terrus 
Museum in France.

The Terrus Museum spent almost 20 years collecting, what it believed to 
be, the artworks of famous French painter, Terrus. To organize their 
collection, they hired Eric Forcada, an art historian. Eric immediately 
declared that 82 of the 104 pieces the museum had obtained were 
forgeries. Some of these paintings depicted buildings that weren’t even 
constructed during Terrus’ lifetime!
Though the museum authorities were waiting for a grand ceremony to 
unveil the paintings, about a dozen of these paintings had been on display 
for years.
The revelation is believed to be a major blow to the local municipality that 
the museum was under. It’s safe to say that the museum was painted in 
shame!  

did you bring 
this deodorant 

for us?
no, it’s for 

uranus.

well, well, 
well!

no! i’ve been 
framed!

you’re under 
arrest for 

fraud.



Pull the ends of the cord 
and tie a knot at each of the 
dangling ends. If you want, 
you can even weave a bead 
through each end of the cord 
before tying the knot.

Fold the cloth in half thrice 

Now just fill the pouch with your precious trinkets and pull the cords shut!

Pull the ends of the cord e hethos odsdndeneethllullPuPP ddrdorcocthf tofhet
d ti k t t h f thhttktitd hthtffht t

P ll th d f th dhtdtlPP ddfh

Place the dinner plate 

on the centre of the felt 

cloth. Use the pencil to 

trace a circle around it. 

With the help of an adult, 

carefully cut the cloth 

along the circular outline. 

Next, ask your helpful 

adult to make two holes 

near either side of the 

base of the triangle using 

a hole punch.

Open up the cloth.

Take the cord you’ve got 

and weave it through the 

holes as you would a belt. 

Have you got a floor full of trinkets 

waiting to be cleared up? And are 

you absolutely clueless about where 

to put them? If yes, then fret not! 

Follow these simple steps and make 

your own drawstring pouch to hold 

all your tiny treasures.

What you need: 

• A 25 x 25 cm felt cloth

(can be found in your neighbourhood stationery or craft shop)

• A thick cord about 30 cm long

• Any dinner plate

• A pair of scissors

• A hole punch

• Two big beads (optional) 

What to do: 

DRAWSTRING 
POUCH
DRAWSTRING 
POUCH

1 2 3
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Letters
Pranay Bendre

DEFECTIVE DETECTIVES: 
SHOE SLEUTHS 

What’s more dangerous than a top thief on the loose, a ton of missing jewellery or a fishy 
business deal? A pair of wannabe detectives trying to solve any of the above! Rahul and Ravi 

are the infamous Defective Detectives, who have vowed to solve every mystery on this 
planet. And if there is no mystery, rest assured they will invent one!

Story & Script
Ritu Mahimkar 

Art
Abhijeet Kini Studios

{Ugh} Be quick. I 
don’t want to catch 

your dork germs. 

Even germs 
avoid idiots like 

you. Plus, I’ve got 
you a present.

FlashFlashFlash

Sleuthing 
for Morons?! 
How dare-

Be nice, ravi. Sam 
didn’t need to 

get you anything. 
Now, where’s 
Sam’s gift?

Obviously he 
didn’t get me 

anything, mom.

Silly Sam, 
I hid the 
present 
so your 

wet nose 
wouldn’t 

go snooping 
around 
for it.

You kept my 
gift in the shoe 
closet? Gross.

Stop 
complaining, 
dodo face.

ClinkClink

The gift! It’s 
gone! Stolen, 

no doubt.

If there 
ever was a 

gift.

Ravi, own up to not buying 
your sister a gift. No need 

for these theatrics.  

Can you believe 
them, Rahul? They 
don’t believe meme.

business de
are the i
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You can tell me 
the truth, buddy. I 
know you hate Sam. 
but you should have 
bought her a gift!  

YouYou 
don’t believe 
me either? 

Trrr-ai-tor!

The evidence 
isn’t in your 

favour. 
My 

shoes!

Is that 
the sound of 

distress?

What’s the 
matter, Firoze?

The limited 
edition Beebok 
shoes I got 
for Eid are 

gone. I didn’t 
even unbox 

them!

{Gasp} Maybe 
you weren’t 
lying, Ravi. 

The shoe thief 
must’ve stolen 
Sam’s gift as 

well.

You believe me now, do you? I 
didn’t buy Sam shoes though. I only 

used a shoebox to hide the gift.

A thief is a thief. 
Once they opened the box, 

I’m sure they couldn’t 
resist nicking the gift. 

You know 
what this 
means?

The world 
needs us once 
more, Agent 

Running 
Rabbit!

Time to 
save the 
sneakers 
from the 

sneak thief, 
Agent Jogging 

Jackal!
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But who could 
it possibly 

be? I-Ouch!

Whoops! 

Move it, 
dumdums.

Who’s 
she?

Ms. Walker. Head of 
the Morning and Evening 
Walk Committee. Five-time 
winner of the Cool Colony 

Walking Marathon.

{GASP} SheShe 
must be the 
shoe thief! 

She already 
has a pair of 

shoes though. 
Fancy ones 

too. 

Sure, she 
owns shoes. But 
she doesn’t want 

anyone else to own 
a pair. That way no 
one can be faster 
than her and she’ll 
win the marathon 
again. Let’s go, 

Agent.

Soon-

There 
she is.

Lata, a 
word before we 
go in for yoga?

Uh, okay, 
Agnes. 
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Are you planning to run 
against me for president of 

the Morning and Evening 
Walk Committee? 

N-never!

The only 
running I’d 
do is away 
from you!  

Good. Because if 
you do I’ll make sure 
you’re thrown out of 
the walking committee 

like that. 

SNAPSNAPSNAP

{Tut tut} Power 
corrupts. 

We’ll set 
her straight, 

Agent Running 
Rabbit. I know 

just how...

Just a bit 
further, Agent 
Jogging Jackal.  

Got Ms. Walker’s 
shoes!

And now 
we wait.

ZZZZZ
ZZZZZ

ZZZZZ
ZZZZZ
ZZZZZ

ZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZ

soon-
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An hour later-

Soon-

ZZZZ ZZZZZZZZ ZZZZZZZZ ZZZZ

Wake up, 
Agent Jackal! 
the suspect 

is here.

First one out as 
usual. No desire 

for chit-chat like 
those lazy bones.

Lata must’ve stolen 
them to get back at me 
for threatening her. 
Fine. If she wants to 

play dirty...

Hey, where’re Hey, where’re 
my shoes?!my shoes?!

GRR SCRAPE 
GRR SCRAPE 

KRR RIPP KRR RIPP 
GRR SCRAPE 

KRR RIPP 

She’s 
c-crazy... 

FLASHFLASHFLASH

And we can 
prove it.

Where are my 
easy walking 

shoes?

Someone stole 
them. We have a 

thief in our midst!

I’m calling the 
cops. No theft is 

a small theft.

No need 
for cops 

when we’re 
here.

{Groan} Not 
these two again.

My shoes! You 
boys stole-

We 
don’t steal, 
Ms. Walker. 

But the same 
cannot be 
said for 

youyou!
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Ms. Walker has been 
stealing everyone’s shoes 
to eliminate competition 
from the Cool Colony 

Walking Marathon.

{GASP}

My son imported 
those shoes from 

Tonalulu, you thief.

They were 
smelling of 

dog poo anyway. 
Good riddance, 

I say.

Ooooh! She 
must’ve destroyed 
my shoes, as well.

Of course she didn’t. 
Can’t you see that I’m 
wearing them, Firoze?

Grandpa! YouYou 
stole my shoes? 

They 
must be 

in cahoots 
with each 

other.

SMACK
SMACK
SMACK

Idiot. I only borrowed 
them. Mine are ruined and 
Ms. Walker threatened to 

throw me out of the 
committee if I didn’t 

replace them.

She 
threatened me 

too before 
yoga.

Me too! 
She 

threatens 
me every 

week. 
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You know what, 
Ms. Walker? I think 
it’s time we throw 

youyou out of the 
Morning and Evening 

Walk Committee. 

No-no, 
please. I-I 
didn’t mean 

to. I-

That ended 
well... for 

them.

But if 
theythey didn’t 
nick Sam’s 
gift then 
who did?

THWACK
THWACK
THWACK

Ow!

What was-Hey, you 
found the gift?

You dropped it 
while taking out 
the box from the 

shoe closet.

I thought the 
pendant would nicely 
showcase your real 
personality. You can 

thank me now.

{Grrr} Oh, 
I’ll thank 
you... with 
my fist!

Come back here, 
you ape turd! 

Go away, vermin. 
Shooo! Shooo! I’m sure 

they’d like 
to remember 
this moment. 

FLASHFLASHFLASH
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Whoops! Did you forget to fill in your comments? Go back up and do it because that’s how you’ll win a chance to either 
Name in our stories, as per editorial decision! Once you are done rating the stories and writing your comments, take a picture of this page and email it to 

tinklemail@ack-media.com OR write down your ratings and your comments on a piece of paper and post it to us at Amar Chitra Katha Pvt. Ltd., 
7th floor, AFL House, Lok Bharati Complex, Marol Maroshi Road, Andheri (E), Mumbai 400 059. 

Best story: 
........................................................................................................................................
Why: 
........................................................................................................................................
Worst story: 
........................................................................................................................................
How can we improve it? 
........................................................................................................................................
Comments on Tinkle 698 (August issue 2):
........................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................

My Full Name: ................................................................................ My Age: ........ My Gender: ........... My Location: ....................... My (or my parent’s) Email ID: ....................................................

Now that you’ve read the magazine, it’s 
time to rate the stories in Tinkle 698! 
Choose ONE emoji beneath each story to 
show us what you think of the story! 
Colour or circle the emoji to tell us if you: 

Don’t forget to mention why why in the comments 
below, otherwise your entry will not be considered!
Also, don’t forget to tell us which story you liked liked 
the most and which story you dislikeddisliked the most. 

TINKLETINKLE
METER FORM
TINKLETINKLEENERGY

METER FORM
ENERGY

698698

Suppandi: 
Closest Thing

Buchki and 
the Booligans: 
Double Trouble

Suppandi: 
Form Trouble

Love it! Like it! Think it’s all right.

Think it is kind of boring... Absolutely hate it!



Whoops! Did you forget to fill in your comments? Go back up and do it because that’s how you’ll win a chance to either Have a Toon Named After You or Hunt For Your 
in our stories, as per editorial decision! Once you are done rating the stories and writing your comments, take a picture of this page and email it to 

e down your ratings and your comments on a piece of paper and post it to us at Amar Chitra Katha Pvt. Ltd., 
7th floor, AFL House, Lok Bharati Complex, Marol Maroshi Road, Andheri (E), Mumbai 400 059. Don’t tear out this page!

....... My Location: ....................... My (or my parent’s) Email ID: ..........................................................

Tantri the Mantri: 
Tech Trouble

The Unluckiest 
Girl

Thrillers: 
Curio'sea'ty (Part 2)

Suppandi: 
Closest Thing

Story Surfers: 
Advenscape 

Buchki and 
the Booligans: 
Double Trouble

Defective 
Detectives: 

Shoe Sleuths
The Tale of 
Abu Hasan

Suppandi: 
Form Trouble



50

Te
xt

: A
pa

rn
a 

S
un

da
re

sa
n 

   
   

 L
ay

ou
t:

 P
ra

na
y 

B
en

dr
e

Are you smooth of tongue, quick of pen? Have words always been your friends, ready to do your 
bidding? Well, all that is about to change right here, on this page. The words and phrases here listen 

to no one. They have but one aim… to defeat you. Is your vocabulary prepped for battle yet?

Word play
Answers: 1-b, 2-a, 3-c, 4-c, 5-a, 6-b, 7-c, 8-b, 9-a, 10-c
So how have you fared at this game of words? 
1-3/10… You’re a POW (Prisoner of Words).
Do better next time to escape their clutches. 
4-7/10… You’re a ‘Word in Progress’. Keep going! 
8-9/10… You’re a ‘Word-wide Wonder’! Good job! 
10/10… Wordsmith of the Fortnight! Celebrate your victory!

111 22
potential
(Editorial)
a. a collection of ten pots
b. hidden capability or ability
c. a potato in a tent

yammering
(Tantri the Mantri: Tech Trouble)
a. talking loudly
b. hammering lazily
c. lying in a hammock made of yarn

3333 44
wuss
(Thrillers: Curio'sea'ty (Part 2))
a. a pussycat in the wild
b. make a fuss about winning a contest
c. a weak person

stalemate
(Thrillers: Curio'sea'ty (Part 2))
a. a friend who eats stale food
b. a friend who tells very stupid tales
c. a situation where either person can’t progress

555 666
outskirts
(The Tale of Abu Hasan)
a. the outer parts of a city or town
b. a skirt you wear inside out
c. a go-kart that skids outside a road

retch
(Tinkle Times)
a. reach up and catch an object
b. make a vomiting sound or movement
c. fetch snacks for rats

777 88
forgeries
(Tinkle Times)
a. forget your French fries in a restaurant
b. the four styles of paintings
c. duplicates of an object

metallurgy
(Tinkle Times)
a. an allergy to metals
b. the study of metals and their production
c. an illness caused by metals
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infertile 
(Tinkle Times)
a. unable to support crops and plants
b. an infant that likes crying on tiles
c. a number of possibilities

nicking
(Defective Detectives: Shoe Sleuths)
a. sticking your neck out
b. picking new players for a team
c. stealing


